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WEDNESDAY, July 15, 2026

9:00am - 4:00pm

1:00pm - 1:15pm

1:15pm — 1:45pm

1:45pm — 2:15pm

2:15pm — 2:45pm

Registration
Location: Dupont Ballroom Foyer
Check in and get everything you need for a successful event.

Welcome & Opening
Location: Dupont Ballroom

Speakers Representative Lisa Subeck, Wisconsin State Legislature, NFWL Chair
Renee Dabbs, Executive Director, NFWL

Addressing the Gaps — The Sandwich Generation & Caregiving

Location: Dupont Ballroom

Adults in their 40s to 60s balancing caring for both children and aging parents need
support. Discuss strategies on how to make that possible via policy and personal tips to
survive this difficult stage of life.

Introduction Representative Mary Bentley, Arkansas State Legislature, NFWL Board

Speaker Sonya Thompson, President and Executive Director, Compass
Connections

The Importance of Access to Care: Maternal Mental Health

Location: Dupont Ballroom

How can elected women take more opportunities to strengthen screening, treatment
access, and support for mothers and families?

Introduction Delegate Anitra Hamilton, West Virginia State Legislature

Speaker Adrienne Griffen, MPP, Executive Director, Maternal Mental Health
Leadership Alliance

Can Your State Afford GLP-1 Coverage — Fact vs Fiction

Location: Dupont Ballroom

Learn more about how the demand for revolutionary weight-loss grows, state
governments work to balance the clinical benefits of anti-obesity medications against
state budget deficits.

Introduction Representative Lisa Subeck, Wisconsin State Legislature, NFWL Board

Speakers Tracy Zvenyach, PhD, MS, RN, Vice President, Advocacy & Research
Obesity Action Coalition

Kristin Niakan, Senior Pharmacy Management Consultant, Milliman



2:45pm — 3:15pm

3:15pm — 3:45pm

3:45pm — 4:15pm

4:15pm — 4:30pm

4:30pm — 5:30pm

Policies that Protect Innovation: A Win for All, Including the Patient

Location: Dupont Ballroom

State policymakers play an important role in shaping the environment where healthcare
breakthroughs occur. This session will look at ways states can support a robust
innovation and create actionable benefits for their communities.

Introduction Senator Gayle Harrell, Florida State Legislature, NFWL Board
Speaker Sharon Lamberton, MS, RN, Deputy Vice President, PhRMA

Improving Health for Children in Foster Care

Location: Dupont Ballroom

This session will explore how Medicaid managed care can improve health outcomes for
children in foster care, a population with elevated rates of chronic conditions, behavioral
health needs, and trauma. Drawing on Centene's experience as the largest Medicaid
managed care provider to this group, we will examine different contracting models and
highlight Centene's approach to permanency, well-being, and coordinated care —
including its Foster Care Centers of Excellence. Attendees will leave with practical steps
they can take to strengthen care for children in their own states.

Introduction Senator Liz Boldon, Minnesota State Legislature

Speaker Cheryl Fisher, M.Ed, LPC, Vice President, Business Development
(Foster Care and Child Welfare Programs), Centene Corporation

Strengthening Child Welfare Through Public Health: The Role of Masa Flour
Fortification

Location: Dupont Ballroom

Good nutrition is foundational to healthy pregnancies, infant development, and long-term
child wellbeing. As states continue to address disparities in maternal and child health
outcomes, food fortification strategies have emerged as an effective, evidence-based
public health tool. This session will explore the role of folic acid fortification of masa flour
in helping prevent serious birth defects and improving health outcomes in communities
disproportionately impacted by nutritional inequities.

Introduction Assemblywoman Carol Murphy, New Jersey State Legislature, NFWL
Board

Speakers Senator Marie Pinkney, Delaware State Legislature

Dr. S. Hassan A. Akbari, MD, MSCI, Assistant Professor of
Neurosurgery, Johns Hopkins All Children's Hospital

Meghan Walls, PsyD, Associate Vice President, External Affairs,
Nemours

Networking Break
Location: Dupont Ballroom Foyer

Rotating Roundtables
Location: Dupont Ballroom
Six tables will be hosted for three table rotations.

Introduction Representative Sandra Scott, Georgia State Legislature, NFWL Board



1. Advancing Health Through Nursing Leadership
a. Table Host: Robyn Peacher, Director of State Government Affairs at
the American Nurses Association

2. Policy Update with the Alzheimer’s Association
a. Table Host: Jennifer Rosen, Vice President, State Affairs of the
Alzheimer's Association and the Alzheimer's Impact Movement (AIM)

3. Beyond the Stereotypes: COPD’s Impact on Americans Today
a. Table Hosts: Sarah Hoffman, Director, COPD Action Alliance & Eliza
Lo Chin, MD, MPH, MACP, FAMWA, Executive Director, American
Medical Women’s Association

4. The Perfect Storm: Diabetes, Coverage Pressure, and the Cost of

Wounds
a. Table Host: Yessenia Banks, Health Information Systems Manager,
Solventum

5. Legislative Leaders in Action: Supporting Patients with Gynecologic
Cancers
a. Table Host: Amy Whited, Regional Manager, Government
Affairs - West, GenMab

6. Plastics & the Impact on our Health
a. Table Host: KeriLynn Miller, Manager, Plastics, Pew Charitable
Trusts

5:30pm - 7:00pm Networking Reception
Location: Glover Park Room

THURSDAY, July 16, 2026

8:00am - 2:00pm  Registration & Podcast Studio Open
Location: Douglas Room

8:00am — 9:00am Networking Breakfast
Location: Doyle Bar

9:00am - 10:00am Rotating Roundtables
Location: Dupont Ballroom
Four tables will be hosted for three table rotations.

Introduction Renee Dabbs, Executive Director, NFWL

1. The Importance of Medication Disposal
a. Table Host: Christina McGrath, Vice President, Membership &
Communications, & John Gay, Client Legislative & Regulatory Affairs
Director, Pharmaceutical Product Stewardship Work Group

2. Substance Use Prevention and Treatment Initiative
a. Table Host: Glenn Wright, Manager, Technical Assistance, SUPTI,
Pew Charitable Trusts & Courtney Chambers, MPH, Senior
Associate, SUPTI, Pew Charitable Trusts

3. Innovation in Medical Technology
a. Flora Coan, Health Information Systems Manager, Solventum



10:00am — 10:30am

10:30am - 11:00am

11:00am - 11:30am

11:30am — 12:00pm

12:00pm - 1:00pm

4. Protecting Your Mental Health
a. Table Host: Caren Howard, Senior Director of Policy and Advocacy
& Elisha Coffey, Vice Presodent of States’ Advocacy, Mental Health
America

Supporting Your Local Pharmacy

Location: Dupont Ballroom

Examine the vital role pharmacies play as accessible healthcare hubs in communities,
highlighting how policy decisions can strengthen patient access to medications,
preventative services, and trusted care close to home.

Introduction Senator Lisa Krasner, Nevada State Legislature, NFWL Board
Speaker Kristin Wanek, Vice President, Senior Strategy Advisor, CVS Health

Networking Break
Location: Dupont Ballroom Foyer

Advancing Diabetes Care: Policy Pathways That Work

Location: Dupont Ballroom

This session will explore the evolving landscape of diabetes care and the policy
opportunities that can improve prevention, affordability, and access to treatment. Elected
women will hear perspectives from patient advocates and policy experts on strategies
that support better outcomes for individuals and families living with diabetes.

Introduction Delegate April Miller, Maryland State Legislature, NFWL Board

Speaker April Gutmann, Senior Manager of Government Affairs and Policy,
DPAC

Laura Blake, Director of Operations at Diabetes Leadership Council and
Diabetes Patient Advocacy Coalition

Mental Health in Your Community — Protecting Access to Care

Location: Dupont Ballroom

What are the practical first steps is a constituent reaches out as they are experiencing a
mental health or substance use crisis? How are recent changes in Medicaid through HR
1 impacting on the behavioral health workforce including peer support specialists, and
how elected women can support mental health efforts in their community?

Introduction Representative Lisa Subeck, Wisconsin State Legislature, NFWL Board

Speaker Caren Howard, Senior Director of Policy and Advocacy, Mental Health
America

Networking Lunch & Legislator Discussion on Bipartisan Wins
Location: Dupont Ballroom

Introduction Assemblywoman Carol Murphy, New Jersey State Legislature, NFWL
Board



1:00pm - 1:30pm  Wrap Up & Adjourn
Location: Dupont Ballroom

Collaborate with us as we discuss our Annual Conference healthcare topics, and
highlight what elected women are most interested in learning more about.

Speaker Renee Dabbs, Executive Director, NFWL

Representative Lisa Subeck, Wisconsin State Legislature, NFWL Board



